Womans Day

A c¥lls Cheli Cerra “The Right Ghnlce!"

THE RIGHT CHOICE
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Born in Cuba when Fidel Castro came to power, Cheli Cerra
moved to the United States at age 2 in the early 1960s.

"My parents left the country with five dollars and the clothes on
their backs," she says.

Cheli, who lives in Miami with her husband and two children,
became a teacher and principal. "One thing my parents instilled in
me was that people can take away material things, but no one can
take away your education:' she says. "My mom was a teacher and
principal in Cuba, so it runs in the family."

Working in public education for over 18 years, Cheli met many
parents whose children were having problems academically or "
behaviorally. Some had trouble with reading comprehension or
could not stay focused; others had failing grades or wouldn't
attend school consistently. "1 saw a need for parents to get
information that was factual and at their level, that answered, 'How
is this going to apply to my child?" she explains.

So she decided to take a leave of absence and start Eduville, Inc.,
a business that helps parents choose the right school for their
child. Tapping into savings, she put together a Web site and wrote
a book, Every Parent's Guide to School Choice.

At first her family was against the idea. "They couldn't believe |
was leaving such a great job to do this.” Instead of trying to
convince them, Cheli put her energies into building the business.
“They think it's great now. I'm a principal on a wider scale."

Today, Cheli, 44, works as a consultant. Once parents hire her,
she evaluates a child's needs and interests. She fills out an intake
form, and then does research to give parents the tools,
information and resources they need to pick the best school,
whether it is a public, magnet, charter, cyber-charter, virtual,
private, parochial, boarding, military or home school. "A child
needs to be given a choice and to have hope. When you have
hope, anything is possible."
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